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WILLIS UK & IRELAND
CLIENT BRIEFING BULLETIN

STAGED MOTOR ACCIDENTS

In recent weeks the issue of staged motor accidents - in which criminal gangs deliberately
cause vehicles to crash to generate fraudulent insurance claims - has received national media
attention. The Motor Risk Manager for Norwich Union Risk Services, Bill Pownall, has
issued some very useful advice on the subject.

Induced accident fraud - what is it?

An induced accident occurs when fraudsters effectively force a randomly selected vehicle to
crash into the back of their own vehicle, in order to submit fraudulent injury claims. Both
Heavy Goods Vehicles and private cars are being targeted by the fraudsters.

Gang members either hire or purchase and insure low value vehicles and then effectively
force innocent members of the public to crash into the rear of them.

By "inducing" an innocent driver to collide, fraudsters are relying on acceptance of liability
by the innocent driver's insurer. Multiple false claims are subsequently submitted for injuries
to the driver and multiple fictitious passengers.

The average insurance bill per induced accident is £25,000 to £30,000, and the 2005 total cost
to the insurance industry was estimated to be £200m. Common methods of inducing crashes
include:

Blinking - The fraudster disconnects their brake lights and drives around busy
roundabouts/slip roads looking for potential victims. Once a victim is selected, the fraudster
drives 8 to 10 feet in front of the target and brakes sharply. Sometimes an accomplice in
another vehicle will distract the chosen victim, by using their horn or flashing headlamps, to
help facilitate the crash.

Roundabouting - Fraudster stops at a busy roundabout and waits for a potential victim to pull
in behind them. The fraudster then pulls quickly onto the roundabout, but stops 8 to 10 feet
over the line. Usually, the potential victim's attention will be focussed on checking for traffic
emerging from the roundabout to their right, as they themselves pull out. Consequently, they
are unlikely to be aware of the stationary vehicle positioned directly in front of them, until
after a collision has become inevitable.

‘Russian Method’ - As a slight variation on the scam, the vehicle in front of you may slam on
the brakes when a third vehicle overtakes them at speed and cuts them up for no obvious
reason. In fact the overtaking vehicle may well be part of an organised "tag team" who are
colluding in order to provide a credible "cover story" as to why the vehicle in front was forced

to brake.

Willis




27 3

)7 5
%

% o
©
© [l
N~ ~
A —_
© o
A ©
B A &
1 O ¢
04
¥
N~ Al o
A g o o _
@ —~
@) o
o - 0
Iz
— o ©
©
o
S L2 &
—_ ©o
A
) & 2 R
o
o S o © ©
~—~~ & —~
17y w © P & n/w & o P
& w ~—~ © &
o o
N~
~ o 79 m o
S~ Q 8
VIS ..V, P N o> vS <S35« =
T 8
mXrrrrroeo X «» X o N~ HrXXolkk rororoel¥oo

0 $0 :

%6




mPXXrxoKowo

00 0)
F  $6

=$ &

%

0

%

1 %

A)




$%

%

%
$( 0%

A)

%

$<

%

*1

%




% 0&C % 100$ © C HH
+ 0 $ $ + $
$+ U O F L (A % ! $6
A ( 8 0 "5 T+ , U ( $ 00
) $ + > $; =l &
- 3 $7 0 $+
> $ 2 $ 0 6
|7 M -D 0 /
+ $ 6 -3 $7 $ ) 0$ $
$ F ) F 0 )
% > ) 0$ % $
0 $0 >0 $ >0
) $ $ 2 ) )
) 0 $
+ 0 1! $ 0%
9 $ + 1 H 5 =
9 $ $%
0 + 0 $ +
0 + $ /
$ M ) 0 3
0 ) % >
0 6 . 7 % 0
) -
+& ) # % ) L % )
$ % ) 3 >0 6 7 0 7 ;>0 $
4 ,D % $
# % $ 0 6
+ $ 6
6 $ 7 ) $ $%$ 6 7+
% $ 0 $ % #
$ >
& 6 7 ) + $
& $ $ D% ( 4
@ $ $6 7 % $
aJ $7 C aJ $(7
H L& 0 aJ) ¢ $%$ $2 )
+ ) 3 &2
% 6 ( $ $ . 7 % 0 $ $
$2 % 0 $
$ M % ) ) %
+  $ 6 , 5 , $ 0 F > 7
$ 0 0 %
. -D "+ ) 0% + $
0 $ 0 $
2 $ < % + % E) $ $ %
0 8% ,? ) $ % +
) 8% ,? ) $
: 3+ 4; &< $ aJ 7 0
aJ (7 6 % .,0% 7 % & 0%7 O
$ 0 $ 4
%.,0% 3 0 4% ) > 0 ,5V 4 =
> 0 -D M ) ) E
0 3 = 0 H 5 ) + 0$ 0
3 00 0 0 $
0 $ ) $ 0 0)
$ ) $ F 0 &' #-:3 6 S I %
M ?2' 6 0 & J ) + ) 0 $ 9 -
: 0 4 EO 9)
A) $? 1%




0 ,- E 2 G 2 E *+ ) $ $
L M D ? < $
% 0 $ 00 ( E 1- 1, * 2
$ L ) X
$ $
6 $ 0 % 4 ? 0
7 3+ 00 $ )
00 % ) L) $ 0 E >0
0 - % 0 ) %
E 4 $ $ ? E
$ 9 ) 8 < *2 0 0
) 0 X
A O / F $ 0 $
,0 0 $L M N
A O > $ , $ *
+ 0 $ ? W< %, w? , > *
. ) % % W ,0 0 ? $ %$
? < $ *
) ) 0% E < $ 6 0 $7 00
) 0 $ ) % F * $ $ < % <
%*
- < $ 0 ) < D 0 *
E 1 1D 0 $C ) (: ) *,L ) ) E
< )
- ) 0 ) $
2 4 $ 9 *
D ) *
D 9 $ ' *
D 8 $ 6 7
2 $ 0 $ 0 6 00
0 7
2 A C 0 , 9 , E $
2 $ ) 0 6 0$
) $ > D 7
+ ) O E 0 6 0 $0 0
70 % )
? $ $ ) ? E 2 % $
( $ % , E $ 0 , )
$ $ $
2 0 $ 3 $ ) 0 ? )
- 6 % 7, 0 8~ 0 ) $ % $0 %
) $ $ ( $ 00
$ /
% $ E , $ $
0 % 2 E () O 9/ 0$ $
- * 4 0
$ $ ( $ 0 $ ) $ 0
- :D4 % 3+7 L ) E $
% 0% 0 )9 13 9 X
3 $ $1 D% 1 $0 : ) 0
2 $' <
D $ $ ) 0 $
$ $ $ 0)
$  # ) F 00 0 ) )
0 E E + $

%




#

%
! +
) )té&
# )
#

$%

& & ( (% $ ' % ) )
*
) ) % (&, $ & % * -
% * , % . ,
) " $) o . %) * %
) & ' $ o+
$ ) *
$ o) * )1
| + |
1 , % #, %2 "o .& 34. 5 4 67' 849: ;
< ) ) T, %,
) ) ( *% 0 < 0 > ? )
| ©
1
( 49A G
$$/ <0 < @2 A2 37 08
$$ ) < @2 ( 5A
$$& |/ <l @&~? 4 A o 9
$$: $0 @? A 2 3. 5A)2 3 o7
@ % <% | @&? ) (
$5$ U@ ! < @R A 78)
$$ % < | @2 N A 2 3 (
$$< ) <% @ )( 2 3
$$; &%9 < @& 9D!
$ % &0 </ @&? |A2 3
$/ &9 < @R A 2 F 7
$ 8l @? | A4 5 4 (7 54 2 3
$& | %) @@ | A5 A
$: | %) < @? |A 2 3 >7
$ @ ;9 <% @s? A 2 3
$$ $ @&? | 4 7
$ %) < |[$B@° ) ! 2 FB 6G2 ! 3
$< /<0 $& @82 (A2 3
$ ; < @2 A 5)77)

%




$<%
$</
$<
$<&
$<
<@
$<$
$<
P<<
$<;
$; %

$;/

$ &
$;:

$ @

49A
%
</
/: 0 <%
o <

Y </

e !

% <

<9 <

/<0 &

%9 <&

<%

@?
@ ?
@ ?
@ ?
as?
@
@
‘H/?
@ ?
as?
@?
@ ?
@?
@2

@?

G
A7 54 7
2 3
A 2 37
DDA2  HD 7
A)
A
Y77) . G
A) 50
A7 54 8
A 5)7)Z ) 3 A
A . 5"/
A
DDA D
A '2 3 2 3
A .
A7
L"# $ % | &
* )+ , & %&! & & . -
0 "
o
( 1% 2 & &
( . & L YRI*)+ 8 -
-
&0 +
|
NE
& ! % -# (88
&
#& ! & , &
|
9) &
#1(#H(
% - * ) &&
1% #

RN '$ #

2 A7 58 3




$%

"&5 =0

3/,

Coxg

(< ( "& , &
& = > +
# ),&0 &
+- ! &b <?& %
1, )& Y& = +-
.8 &*& -
( ? . ( -V (##(
& & ()&%
5?2 ) *&-
&
+- 1 &
( 48 -! + &0 (
% ( n
% *
( %
* ( &




( 49 A G
/
@ @ @? )77)7 7 )
$@ | /1w & | @@ |7 0)
'8 /@4  $< @7 A) 8
< | % @@ | A 57 4
<@ | %) @l? A 2 37 o8
<< | % $ R | A 5
5% %) $ @? A 2 3A 8
S % & | @ A7 A5 (7
@@ | %4 $ @&FW  )5A ) o
@/ /@ $ | @&? 7 B
@< : @? | A 2 B ( 5. 4
@$ & % @@ A 7 5.7
@ $% $B° A 2 37
@& /@ <| B 2 P
@< | /% SR | 9
@ | < @®W A2 FNT )
@@ | %) @ @&? A2 3 O * 5)77)2
@% | /@ ! < @® A 2 F 2 FH78)
@ | 11 & @2 9 ( D 3
@ | w & @& | A 2 37 5 A)
@% | 1$9 < @? |)7)7 )
@@ /< < @@ A 2 37
@ |/ 0 < @w
@ 1%0 <% | @/? A D 3 o7
@ / @ @&? A 2 3
@% | % ' $ @w A 2 3
@ | %o @s? | A2 3) o] 5)77)
@ %) @ @<? A 2 37 ' '5 2 38
@& | /114 < | @? | A A




49A G
Q@: & < @? 87 ) !
@@ & ! <% @%? o)
@$ / <% | @$? | A
@ /;0 <% @&°? 8 .
3
@< /7)) <& | ;P? ) D!
@; ;0 < [ $B® | A 7 o)
$9%86 | 89 <% @<? | A2 3
$% | /< $ $BP°  78) 5A) 2 3A
% | /@ ! A2 3
$%& $) $< @2 7 )
$% %0 <% @/? )7)5A 2 3
$9%Q | % <% @3? | A A 5
$9% % <& | @? | A7
$% @ <% | $E A 2 3A
$% | /<0 </  @&? | A 2 3A 8
$% /: <% @2
$I% | /%) $$ @@ | )7)58
$// /1 < @? A A7
$/ % @G % AS5A A
$/ & /@ <% @? A7 5)77)2 3
$/: $9 < | @w®W )7)5A
%
$/ @ /I $Pe | 7 ) 5A 2 F)7)
$/$ | /&0 $& S$BR | 90) D!
$/ /0 @®wW A 2 H 5 4
$/< | /&0 <% @&? @ A D 3
$/; "$ | @&? AT 4
@a ;0 <% @@ A4 A 3
@
$ % L % (o
0% *
[ " % & ( % )
, A x (& ( %
&+& % )




